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Instructions set by the Research Council for Composite Theses for the 
Degrees Doctor of Science (Economics and Business Administration) and 
Doctor of Philosophy at Hanken School of Economics 

Updated 23 May 2019 on the basis of the Research Council decision 8 May 2019. 
The revised guidelines come into effect from the decision date, but students who 
were admitted before 1.8.2018 may follow the previous instructions (9.1.2015).  
 
Possible questions can be directed to the Manager of Hanken PhD Programme 
anu.helkkula(at)hanken.fi 

The composite thesis is a thesis that consists of publications or manuscripts that have 
been accepted for publication and that deal with the same problem area and the 
number of manuscripts is deemed sufficient by the university, and a summary of 
these, or some other work that fulfils the same scientific criteria. The publications 
may contain joint publications provided that they clearly state that the student has 
contributed to them with independent work. 

1. The composite thesis for the degrees Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor of 
Science (Economics and Business Administration) consists of articles or 
comparable scientific works that have been published/accepted for 
publication or corresponds to the requirements for publishing in refereed 
scientific journals. In addition to the articles, the thesis includes a summary 
section that constitutes the thesis manuscript. The summary section should 
not function as a stand-alone scientific publication. It should summarize the 
content of the thesis (the research problem, purpose, methods, results, and 
contributions of the articles or essays, among other things), as well as discuss 
the relevance of the articles or comparable scientific works for the whole 
thesis. The summary may also describe relevant aspects that could not be 
included in the articles (e.g. theory of science, method, the choice of concepts, 
the choice of theoretical positioning). The summary section demonstrates that 
a PhD student’s knowledge of the subject, theory, and method fulfils the 
requirements of the degree. The summary section should be no longer than 
20,000 words, excluding references. 
 

2. Decisive is not the number of articles, essays or comparable scientific works 
included in the thesis but the scientific contribution the student makes and 
specifically reports in the summary. The minimum number of articles is 
specified in §4.  
 

3. Irrespective of the number and type of articles, the articles as well as the 
summary section deal with a uniform research problem or area in such a way 
that the student's personal achievement as a whole fulfils the requirements 
laid down for a thesis. The assessment of the thesis is not based on the 
number, or on the type of articles, but on the contribution of each article and 
the scientific contribution of the thesis as a whole.  
 

4. The minimum requirement is that a composite thesis should consist of work 
equivalent to at least three scientific articles or works. At least one should be 
individually authored. The other articles or works can be co-authored. 
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5. It must be evident from all articles in the thesis that the student has 

contributed to them with a sufficient independent contribution constituting a 
significant part of the work. It is recommended that the authors take this into 
account at the writing stage by including in the article itself information about 
each co-author's role and contribution. 
 

6. The student must submit together with the manuscript a description signed 
by the co-authors stipulating his or her contribution. Such articles where the 
student's own contribution cannot be clearly demonstrated cannot be 
included as part of the thesis. A report must thus be attached for each jointly 
authored article, signed by the co-authors, where each author's contribution 
to the article is stated. It is recommended that the report be written at the 
writing stage of the article. This way the authors can at an early stage also 
agree on its use/publication in a possible composite thesis. 
 

7. If published articles are to be printed in the thesis, the publishers' permission 
to this must also be attached. Permission from the publishers is also required 
for printing manuscripts that have been accepted, but not yet published. 
These documents must be submitted with the manuscript to the external 
reviewers. The printing of previously printed material will take place in 
accordance with the terms of the publishers (which often means that it will be 
unedited both in terms of contents and format, i.e. a "photocopy" of the 
article). Some publishers permit publication only in a limited number. This 
number must be sufficient so that those involved in the review of the thesis 
may receive a personal copy. The summary and the unpublished articles, 
which constitutes the thesis manuscript proper, may then be printed in a 
larger edition, in accordance with Hanken's and the student's requirements. 
Accepted, but not yet published, article manuscripts that lack printing 
permission from the publishers cannot be printed in the thesis and 
consequently cannot be included in it. 
 

8. The Research Council (RC) and the pre-examiners decide whether the 
manuscript (the summary and the articles respectively) can be officially 
submitted. In case previously unpublished manuscripts are included in the 
thesis the RC and pre-examiners also have to determine whether the 
manuscripts can be assessed to fulfil the scientific requirements for refereed 
scientific journals. They also determine whether the summary section and the 
separate articles constitute a totality and whether the student's share in 
possible joint publications is sufficient for submitting the manuscript as the 
student's doctor's thesis. After the public defence, the opponents express their 
opinion regarding the same factors in their assessments. 
 

9. Although refereed articles have already been assessed, they must also be 
reviewed by the pre-examiner and the opponent as well as by the RC whose 
responsibility it is to review the manuscript and assess the thesis. 
 
 


