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GOVERNANCE OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
RIGHTS IN CHINA AND EUROPE
Edited by Nari Lee, Niklas Bruun, Hanken School  
of Economics, Helsinki, Finland and Mingde Li, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China

‘To a large extent, the global proliferation of IP laws in general and the 
development of Chinese IP law in particular can be described in terms of 
legal transplants. This remarkable book edited by Nari Lee, Niklas Bruun 
and Mingde Li is breaking new ground in the study of these phenomena. 
First, it provides a thorough theoretical introduction to legal transplants 
and the concept of governance. Second, it assembles case studies 
concerning timely topics in copyright, patent, and trade mark law, which 
illuminate that China is as well a ‘norm taker’ as it increasingly becomes 
a ‘norm maker’. The studies are mostly written jointly by Chinese and 
non-Chinese authors. This pioneering approach brings together the two 
perspectives that are also pertinent in the process of transplantation, 
indigenization and transformation of IP laws. The collection thereby sets 
a new standard in the study of comparative IP law. It is an indispensable 
resource for everyone interested in Chinese and European IP law.’

– Alexander Peukert, Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany

‘Governance of Intellectual Property Rights in China and Europe is a timely analysis of the ongoing 
transformation of China, from a manufacturing to a knowledge-based economy, mirrored in the 
transplant, application and evolution of its IP laws. The book is even more remarkable as the 
contributions are written to a great extent in co-authorship by Chinese and European scholars, providing 
a unique blend of opinions and legal comparative analysis on the subject. An exciting and thought 
provoking volume!’

– Stefan Luginbuehl, PhD, Attourney at Law, Lawyer at the European Patent Office

Intellectual property (IP) law has been widely discussed in recent scholarship, though many recent 
works explore the topic from a largely descriptive perspective. This book provides an analytical and 
comparative study of Chinese and European IP law, as well as an analysis of system reforms in China. 

The book highlights, in three parts, intellectual property for innovation and creativity in China, 
comparing concepts and norms in Chinese and European IP law, and governance of practices and IP 
enforcement. Demonstrating that the governance of IP rights requires the adoption of a set of norms, 
the contributors also argue that success is dependent on a transformation of the perspectives and 
implementation.

Contributors include: D.O. Acquah, R.M. Ballardini, N. Bruun, Y. Guan, K. He, K. Larson, N. Lee, M. Li, Y. Li, Z. Lin, B.P.-W. Liu,  
W. Wu, P.K. Yu, L. Zhang, Y. Zhao, Q.-S. Zhao
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