Documentation and limitations of AI use in the thesis process
Students must ensure that their use of generative AI tools is well-documented and ethically sound. “Well-documented” can refer to two formats: 

A: Integrated in the Thesis
Method Chapter: AI use is described as part of the methodology (e.g., “AI-assisted thematic coding” or “AI-supported literature mapping”).
Footnotes or Inline Comments: Brief notes on where and how AI was used.
References: A list of tool(s) that has been used following APA7 referencing: OpenAI. (2025). ChatGPT (version 5 August) [Large language model]. https://chat.openai.com/chat
Appendix: As well as an AI use report (Hanken template)

B: Separate AI Use Report
Submitted alongside the thesis or as an appendix. This option applies when the use of AI has only been used for e.g. brainstorming, refining text and structure. Students also have to list the tool(s) in the list of references. 

Limitations and boundaries of AI use in Theses
Excessive or inappropriate use of AI occurs when the student relies on AI to perform core academic tasks without sufficient oversight, reflection, or personal contribution.
Students may consult AI tools to explore possible methods of analysis—for example, asking for suggestions on statistical tests or coding strategies—but they must critically evaluate these suggestions and justify their final choices in their own words. The student must be able to explain why a particular method was selected and how it aligns with the research question and data.
Certain sections of the thesis are particularly sensitive and must reflect the student’s own comprehension, reasoning, and academic voice. These include:
· The formulation of research questions, which should demonstrate the student’s understanding of the topic and its academic context.
· The discussion and interpretation of results, where the student must analyse findings and draw conclusions based on their own insights.
· The conclusion, which should synthesize the research and reflect the student’s personal learning and perspective.
In these critical areas, AI should only be used to refine and polish the text and structure. 
